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Summary

The examination proved to be quite accessible enabling many students to score well in both the core
sections and in their chosen option. At the same time, the overall distribution of marks across the
whole mark range suggested that the paper discriminated well

Students appeared to be fully familiar with the structure of the examination and there were very few
incidences of rubric infringement. To complete the thirteen questions in the time allowed is clearly
demanding but students were generally well prepared and the vast majority completed their responses
with answers of an appropriate length.

As is the usual practice with this paper, students complete two compulsory core sections and then select
one of the three options. Each of the different question types and tariffs showed good quality responses
with students addressing the relevant Assessment Objectives appropriately.

There was good evidence of geographical knowledge and understanding and good application of
knowledge using the resources within the paper. Resources used for the AO3 questions allowed students
to demonstrate a range of geographical skills.

As in previous series, option 3 (Contemporary urban environments) and option 4 (Population and the
environment) were more popular choices amongst students than option 5 (Resource security).

Areas where students excelled

In the 4-mark questions assessed exclusively in terms of AO1, Q1.1 was answered well and good knowledge
of the institutions that regulate global systems was in evidence. There was frequent reference to the role
of the UN as prompted in the question, but students also showed suitably referred to-institutions such as
the WTO, IMF and WHO and their roles in global governance.

Q3.1 was also answered well with many students familiar with urban microclimates and how urban form
can impact upon local weather and climate. Many quickly accumulated marks by making clear links
between the aspects of urban form (such as building materials and structures) and the impact on
temperature, wind flows and rainfall.

The AO3 (.2) questions provided opportunities for students to demonstrate their geographical skills of
analysis and interpretation of a variety of graphical presentations and maps. Level 2 was accessed
frequently as students showed an awareness of general patterns and trends, utilising the data for some
manipulation and / or identification of anomalies. There were also plenty of opportunities in 1.2 and 2.2
for students to demonstrate links within and between the resources.

The 6- and 9-mark questions in each section referring to stimulus material (.3) were attempted with some
confidence. Students used their own knowledge and understanding alongside the resources to answer the
question and this was most effectively done in the options (3.3, 4.3 and 5.3). Each scenario required
students to consider an area of the specification (mitigation strategies for non-communicable diseases,
edge cities and the environmental impacts of dams / barrages), link the resource and utilise their own
knowledge. Students are clearly well prepared for these questions and relatively few gave descriptive or
analytical responses based solely on the novel resource.
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The 9-mark questions in the options all showed a mean score well into Level 2 with some good knowledge
and evaluation of sustainable urban drainage, managing soil problems and the relationship between
physical and energy mix.

The 20-mark essay questions continue to illustrate the strong subject knowledge, evaluative skills and
preparation of many students. These questions differentiate well, and the increasing confidence shown in
these was demonstrated with over 60% of entries attaining at least Level 3. In 1.4 there was strong subject
knowledge relating to the governance of the global commons (policies and issues pertaining to Antarctica
were most frequently seen) and in 2.4 students demonstrated good knowledge and understating of either
their local or distant place study in assessing the role of endogenous factors shaping lived experience.

Areas where students struggled

In the 4-mark (AO1) questions, the key point to note was the difficulty some students had with outlining
how they used a qualitative data source, such as 2.1, to investigate lived experience in the past in their
local place-addressing the requirements of the question. A significant proportion simply defined the idea
of qualitative data or described a source without linking it to the past lived experience required.

In the options, 4.1 also proved more difficult as the concept of the ecological footprint was not well
understood by some and many assumed it to be the same as a carbon footprint. In 5.1 the key was to
outline the global pattern of water availability, whereas some responses took a more localised approach
to their answers.

Relatively few students gave solely descriptive accounts of the novel resources provided in the .3
qguestions. Where this did occur, students only obtained credit in Level 1.

There was good subject specific knowledge evident in the .4 9-mark questions in the options, but students
would be advised to include relevant examples of places / situations to add weight to their theoretical
knowledge and assessment.

In the 20- mark essays there were some areas in which students struggled. In 2.4 some responses referred
to both their local and distant places rather than just one as stressed in the question. In this case the best
response was credited by examiners.

Q3.5 also highlighted a lack of knowledge regarding urban regeneration policies from 1979. Whilst the
specification does not list any particular policies, a number of responses only referred to contemporary
(post 2012) urban strategies.
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Point marked questions

4-mark questions are point marked. A mark may be awarded where a student makes a single relevant
point and subsequent marks awarded (if applicable) where the student develops those points with
additional knowledge.

Levels marked questions

6-mark, 9-mark and 20-mark questions are levels marked where the response is holistically marked
against the assessment objectives, given a mid-level mark initially and then a fine tune mark awarded
within that level.

Assessment Objectives (AOs)

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts, processes,
interactions and change, at a variety of scales (30-40%).

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate
geographical information and issues (30-40%).

AO3: Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills to:
- investigate geographical questions and issues

- interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence

- construct arguments and draw conclusions (20-30%)
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4-mark AO1 questions

These questions assess knowledge and understanding and require students to outline key
processes, concepts, interaction and change.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

To score well in these questions, students should aim to write & clear and focused responses that is are
focused directly on the concept being assessed. Knowledge of the key area in the specification is vital and
students should aim to construct a direct answer and provide a suitable example.

For example, in this response the student states that the UN attempts to resolve and prevent conflicts,
which is exemplified with reference to the Russia-Ukraine war. Further credit comes from the description
of the roles played by both the World Trade Organisation and the World Health Organisation. It scored the
maximum 4 marks.

Question 1 Global systems and global governance

j Outhine the role of one or more institutions, such as the UN, in regulating global
systems,

[4 marks]
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A second example is shown below from Question 5.1. This was also awarded 4 marks and takes a
straightforward global approach to outlining patterns of water availability. It is concise and gets the 4 AO1
marks in a clear and focused way.

Question 5 Resource security

[0]5].[1] Outine global patterns of water availabilty.
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Limitations of less successful responses

The weaker responses to the 4 mark questions tend to show a poor understanding of the key conceptora
vague / unclear awareness of the topic. These responses often confuse ideas and fail to state ideas clearly.

The response below was awarded 1 mark as the point about the role of the World Trade Organisation is
just about credit-worthy. The rest shows confusion between different organisations and their roles in a

global system.
Question 1 Global systems and global governance

Z] Qutline the role of one or more institutions, such as the UN, in regulating global
systems.
[4 marks]
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In the example below, the response has not followed the commands of the question and whilst they it
describes the role of a qualitative source and give a number of examples it does not say how it was used to
investigate past lived experience in their local place. This response received no credit.

Question 2 Changing places

m Outline how you used a qualitative data source to investigate lived experience in the
past in your local place.

[4 marks]
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6-mark AO3 skills questions

These questions assess how students interpret, analyse and evaluate data, evidence and
resources.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

The resources used in this examination paper included a compound bar graph, scatter graph, maps, dot
maps, tables and proportional symbols. There were no calculations or ‘practical tasks’ involved in the AO3
skills this time. In order to gain Level 2 marks, students should draw out the overall patterns or trends of
the data, exemplify the points they are making, look for anomalies and try to do more than simply make
statements that refer to the basic evidence shown. In many cases it is possible to look at the extremes of
the data, provide some basic data manipulation or contrast so that there is evidence of analysis rather
than basic description. With the interpretation of the maps, the best answers made use of the map
conventions (e.g. scale, direction) and made clear links or contrasts between the two maps.

The example below shows all of these characteristics in that it gives a general overview of both resources,
uses some selected data to illustrate this, identifies those countries that do not fit the general pattern and
does some data manipulation (difference, percentages). It even provides a little critique of the way the
datais presented which is part of the AO3 strand to ‘interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence’.

Oo
o

Figures 1a and 1b are in the insernt.

Figure 1a shows percentage workforce in skill level categories in selected
south-eastern Asian countries in 2016

Figure 1b shows GDP per capila and adult literacy rates in 2016 in the south-eastern
Asian countries shown in Figure 1a.

0[1).[2] Analyse the data shown in Figure 1a and Figure 1b
[6 marks]
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In this example the student follows the same approach with the maps from Q2.2. The overall pattern is
noted, there are links between the two resources, data is used in support and anomalies are identifies. This
also obtained the full 6 marks.

Figures 3a and 3b are in the insert.

Figure 3a shows percentage population in the Falmouth area with no education
gualifications in 2011,

Figure 3b shows the index of multiple deprivation (IMD) map for the Falmouth area
in 2011,

EIEE Interpret the maps shown in Figure 3a and Figure 3b.
[6 marks]
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Limitations of less successful responses

Less successful responses to these questions sometimes fail to identify key trends or patterns, miss clear
connections between resources and sometimes not address the question by offering explanation for the

data being shown.

In the example below, the response-was awarded the top of Level 1, 3 marks as it does identify the broad
pattern on each map, uses some data in support and even identifies anomalies but it fails to connect the
two resources and treats them as two separate entities.

[0]2][2]

Flgure 3a shows percentage population in the Falmowth area with no education
qualifications in 2011

Flgure 3b shows the index of muitiphe deprivation {IMD) map for the Falmouth area
in 2011

Interpret the maps shown in Figure 3a and Figure 3b.
[6 marks)]
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6- & 9-mark AO1/A02 questions with stimulus

These questions assess knowledge and understanding when applied to novel situations
(resource prompts).

Qualities seen in more successful responses

The AO1/AO2 questions using a novel resource, aim to test students’ abilities to apply their knowledge of
a key idea to the situation presented and bring in some of their own knowledge to support their argument.
In these questions, AO2 is more heavily weighted than AO1 and therefore the argument along with the
application from the resource is key but ‘own knowledge’ as-welt also gains credit.

The response shown below engages with the resource and shows an understanding of the changes that
have taken place in Princesshay, linking them to change in character. It also incorporates-some of the
student’s own knowledge into the answer with reference to placelessness and clone towns as well as a
brief comparison with changes that have occurred in Liverpool. The answer could have explained the
change more clearly but there is plenty here to place this in Level 2 and it was given 6 marks.

_ fare
Figures d4a ard 4b are in the nsert

Figure 4a shaws Princesshay, Exaler, in 2004 befora redeseiopmeant of 8 naw
shopping cenma

Figure 4b shows the redeve oped Princesshay Shopoing Canbe in 2012
[a]2]./3] using Figure 4a, Figure ab and yau® own krowtedge, 1 what sxtert can snifting
Jows ab iovasimant changa te charactesistics of a place?
—_— [6 marks]
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In this next response, from Section 1, Global systems and global governance, the student clearly does what
is required by assessing the trading relationships between China and sub-Saharan Africa, uses evidence

from the resource to support the answer and includes some of their own knowledge to add weight to the
response. It was assessed as Level 2, 6 marks.

01 E Using Figure 2 and your own knowledge, assess the trading relationships betwesn
emerging majer aconomies, such as China, and smaller less developed economies,
such as those in Sub-Saharan Alrica,

[6 marks]
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Limitations of less successful responses

When students do not score so well on these questions it can usually be put down to one of three things.
Either, they analyse the resource (doing what they should be doing with the .2 questions), only comment
on the resource as a route towards answering the question (so use none of their ‘own knowledge’) or the
reverse where they use only their own knowledge (AO1) and do not interface with the resource (AO2).

In the response to 2.3 below, the student makes implicit reference to the resource and states some of the
ways that places change due to investment but the ideas are rather basic and there is no additional
knowledge added. It was awarded 2 marks in Level 1.

0 2 ]ﬂ Using Figure 4a, Figure 4b and your own knowledge, to what extent can shifting
flows of investment change the characteristics of a place?

[6 marks]
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In the next example, the student engaged with the resource and quoted evidence from it to present their
view that Le Defense is an edge city but shows little actual knowledge of the edge city concept. It was
assessed at the top of Level 1 and awarded 3.

Figure Bb shows the central area of La Défense,

mﬂlﬂ Using Figure 6a, Figure 6b and your own knowledge, to what extent do you agree
that La Défense shows the characteristics of an edge city?
[9 marks]
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9-mark AO1/A0O2 questions

These questions assess knowledge and understanding without the use of resources.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

These questions assess students’ subject knowledge and application within the specification units.
Responses should have a balance of AO1 knowledge and AO2 evaluation / assessment in which the subject
knowledge is applied to actually answer the question.

Good answers show detailed knowledge and a clear and explicit evaluation / assessment.

In this example drawn from the Resource security option, the student uses Iceland and France as their
contrasting areas of study and makes an immediate statement regarding the extent of the link between
physical geography and energy mix in Iceland. The response shows good AO1 knowledge and synoptic
links to the physical geography specification. There is detailed knowledge of the background to the energy
mix of both Iceland and France and the contrasts are clear. This was assessed as Level 3 and awarded 8
marks.

0|54 Towhatextentis there a link between the fhysical geography and energj mixes in
contrasting areas you have studied?

[9 marks]
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Limitations of less successful responses

Less successful responses either did not understand the key concept being tested, so students who did not
know about sustainable urban drainage systems, the management of soil problems or the links between
energy mix and physical geography would clearly not score well. A lack of depth of knowledge or a failure
to fully assess / evaluate the issue would also lead to lower marks.

In the example below (from 3.3 Contemporary urban environments) the response shows some basic
knowledge of SUDs (they refer to permeable pavements and swales), but limited understanding of how
they work and there is little evaluation of their use as ways of managing water movement through urban
catchments. It was given some credit at the top of Level 1, 3 marks.

03 E Evaluate the use of sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS) as a strategy to
manage water movement through urban catchments,

[9 marks]
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20-mark questions

These questions assess knowledge, understanding and application: constructing
arguments and drawing conclusions.

Qualities seen in more successful responses

The 20 mark questions are a good way to assess students’ deeper knowledge of a particular area of the
specification, the case studies and examples used are often interesting and in many cases demonstrate
secure place knowledge. The key is always to demonstrably address the question and to ensure that the
application of knowledge and understanding (AO2) is evident with AO1 knowledge used in support.

The best responses are clearly organised, follow a logical structure and take a clear and sustained line of
reasoning before reaching a conclusion based on the evidence provided.

When suitably focused full marks can be obtained-by essays that use the available space in the answer
booklet although many do go beyond the allotted 40 lines of answer space.

This example of a response to 1.4 shows a very good understanding of the global commons, detailed
knowledge and understanding of policies to manage / mitigate impacts on Antarctica and climate change
and possible impacts on lives of people around the world. The answer shows a detailed understanding of
these approaches and makes effective evaluative statements before coming to a clear conclusion. This
was assessed in Level 4 and it was awarded 20 marks. Responses do not need to be ‘perfect’ to be given
this mark.
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A further example of a Level 4 response is taken from the Resource security option, 5.5 below. It shows
detailed knowledge and understanding of the topic, utilises examples well and brings in some concepts
showing wider geographical understanding. It also ends with a clear evaluative conclusion. This was
awarded 18 marks in Level 4.

0|5 IE ‘Resources can be considered to be infinite because of increased economic
development and associated technological advancements.’ 1

With reference to mineral and/or energy resources, assess the extent to which you
agree with this statement.

[20 marks]
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Limitations of less successful responses

At the other end of the scale, less successful responses can be attributed to a number of reasons - maybe
the student misreads the question, sometimes they start out with good intent but then drift away from the
question focus - a brief plan is often a precursor to a good response. Some students just do not know the
relevant subject content - either they did not learn it or failed to effectively revise it. Sometimes responses
can include examples that are over-simplified, out-dated or clichéd and there is limited evidence of deep
knowledge and understanding. As an example in 2.4 a student ,referenced the redevelopment of the Albert
Docks in Liverpool as a cause of deindustrialisation rather than understanding the complete timeline.

There are some instances where it appears students have run out of time although these are fewer than in
previous series.

The response below is from 4.5. It uses Japan as the example of a country experiencing demographic
transition and shows some valid AO1 knowledge, but there are some very simplistic views of the
environment (hilly, so people are fitter and there are lots of trees so lots of oxygen). It does attempt to
answer the question and reaches a conclusion but overall the response is partial and was assessed as a
Level 2 response and given 7 marks.

EE.[E | Using a case-study of a country/society expariencing population change, assess the
" relative importance of environmental and socio-economic factors in demographic
transition.
[20 marks)
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In the response to 3.5 below, the student doesn’t really get to grips with the question and does not engage
with the approaches to urban regeneration since 1979 perhaps this was not learned or revised well?.
However they do attempt to discuss aspects of environmental sustainability within urban areas and there
is some evaluation as well as reaching a conclusion. The response is partial, assessed as Level 2, 7 marks.

HdiSe he Chety of TReediny . )
EE'E ‘Urban regeneration in Britain since 1978 has evolved to feature more dimensions of
i Vi sustainability '

ﬂ"‘ﬁ.“ ~

¥ To what extent do you agree with this statement?
e [20 marks]
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Synoptic question
These questions assess knowledge and understanding applied to links across specification
content.

The synoptic question appears once each series in either Paper 1 or Paper 2 and makes links across
specification content. The questions tend to appear in either the 9-mark or 20-mark questions.

In this series, the synoptic question appeared in Paper 1, the 9-mark questions 05.4 and 06.4.
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Support and guidance

Our reports on the exams are part of a suite of support we offer to enhance your understanding of our
assessments and your students’ performance.

Mark ranges and award of grades

Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the results statistics page of
our website.

Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA)

Use our exam results analysis tool to create and customise different reports to help understand your
students’ performance.
ERA is our free online service for you to gain a detailed insight into your students’ results. You can:

e analyse your students’ scores for each exam question

e identify topics, skills, and types of question where students may need further support

e compare your students’ performance with those of other classes and with students in other AQA
schools nationally.

For more information on ERA, log in through Centre Services.

Professional development

Attend one of our feedback courses where you can review example responses from students and
commentaries from our examiners.

Contact us

Our friendly team will be happy to support you between 8am and 5pm, Monday to Friday.

Tel: 0800 197 7162
Email: geography@aga.org.uk
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